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Kul Bhushan Mohtra was born on 9th Sep, 1957 in a village Amuwala in Kathua 
district. 


Matric from BOSE, Jammu and Adeeb from AMU. Has been awarded Honorary 
Professor by School of Liberal Art & Languages, Shobhit University, Gangoh, Distt. 
Saharanpur, U.P. 

Director General, Raja Ram Mohan Roy Library Foundation nominated him as his 
nominee in the Committee for purchasing of Books for UT Jammu & Kashmir. 
Incharge of Nanaji Deshmukh Library & Documentation Department at BJP state HQ 
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striving to serve the poor and downtrodden of the society. 
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WOMEN AWARENESS EMPOWERMENT: 
THE NEED OF THE HOUR 


THE NEL Oe 


*Dr. Sheetal Gupta, 


The women empowerment not only constitutes a problem in 
almost all contemporary societies but has emerged today a 
fundamental crisis in human development in general and in India in 
particular. The sex inequality which cannot be differentiated from the 
variety of social, economic, religious and cultural in, equalities is, 
however, inherent in our traditional social structures, based on caste, 
community and class. It has also a varying significant influence on 


the status of women in different spheres of life. 


Historically speaking from early times down to the Indian 
independence, women in India had witnessed varying fortunes . At 
times women said to have enjoyed remarkable freedom, wielded 
ample powers and exercised responsibilities which gave them a high 
status in the society. They had therefore, risen to principles of glory, 


distinguished themselves as rulers in their own right, as powerful 


*M.A. M.Ed, Ph.D., Principal, Ranjit College of Education, Kunjwani, 
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queen consort, a protectors of religious hero, as singing and dancing 
beauties and earned name in keeping homes also. The happiest 
period for women here were during vedic times and the times when 


country came under the sway of Buddhism. 


But with the establishment and consolidation of Muslim rule in 
India, women were gradually and increasingly deprived of their rights 
and privileges. In the wake of Afgans onslaught there, however, 
followed religious prosecution, rapines and devastation. Pardaha was 
more rigorously enforced and their presence in every sphere of 
social activity eclipsed and they were not only physically and 
spiritually shattered but their sole meaning and purpose in life 
became to keep the houses, to gratify the desires of their husbands 
and to procreate. Moreover, their insecurity, helplessness and 


physical weakness made them subservient and socially dependent. 


In addition, our religious dogmas, social traditions, cultural 
norms and the value systems to the larger extent were also 
responsible for their pitiable and deplorable conditions and shaping 


the attitude as well as behaviour pattern of our men folk towards 
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emerged UM a fundamental. ‘crisis in aman “development in 
general and in India is particular. The sex inequality which cannot be 
differentiated from the variety of social, economic, religious and 
cultural in equalities is, however, inherent in our traditional social 
structures, based on casie, ee and class. It has also a 


varying significant influence on the states of women in different 


spheres of life. 


Historically speaking, from early times down to the Indian 
independence, women in India had witnessed varying fortunes . At 
times women said to have enjoyed remarkable freedom, wielded 


ample powers and exercised responsibilities which gave them a high 
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status in the society. They nad therefore, Tosin to principles of glory, 
distinguished themselves as rulers in their own right, as powerful 
queen consort, a protectors of religious hero, aS singing and dancing 
beauties and earned name in keeping homes also. The happiest 
period for women here were during vedic times and the times when 


country came under the sway of Buddhism. 


But, with the establishment and consolidation of Muslim rule in 
India, women were gradually and increasingly deprived of their rights 
and privileges. in the wake of Afgans onslaught there, however, 
followed religious prosecution, rapines and devastation. Pardaha was 
more rigorously enforced and their presence in every sphere of 
social activity eclipsed and they were not only physically and 
spiritually shattered but their sole meaning and purpose in life 


became to keep the houses, 1o gratify the desires of their husbands 
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and to procreate. Moreover, their insecurity, helplessness and 


physical weakness made them subservient and socially dependent. 


In addition, our religious dogmas, social traditions, cultural 


norms and the value systems, to the larger extent, were also 


responsible for their pitiable and deplorable conditions and the” 


shaping the attitude as well as behaviour pattern of our men folk 
A 
towards them. They were, thus, considered as secondary citizen, with 


non independence of any sort. 


The male oriented and dominated value system which emerge 
through out the British rule in India not only swayed the society but 
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the subosetination Sp women appeared in almost every walk of life. 
Even the feudal society like the semi-feudal and semi. capitalistic 
system treated women as the personal property of men. Though the 


major share of household work was still with the female members yet 
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relegated women’s position to an unparallel low relative to others in 


social hierarchy and economic status. 


As the Indian women witnessed the most complete and the 
most degrading subjugation in the history of mankind during British 
rule, the vast majority of them, therefore, lost refinement of their mind 
and self confidence, spirit of revolt and sense of righteous indignation. 

4 In spite of all these limitations, the Indian women played an 
enc role in freedoms struggle. They suffered in thousands 
and passed into oblivion without any recognition or fame. The 
fathers of Indian freedom were also very much conscious of the 
deplorable conditions of women folk. They were also aware of the fact 
that inherent strength of women, at whose breast humanity is 
nourished and in whose lap civilization are cradled, if suitably 
channelised could be directed towards National Development. Past 


afso 
experience and recent studies, indicated that women are more 
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stronger, have more capacity for endurance and even live longer. Still 
they draw strength from traditional and cultural values of our great 
civilization. In their quest of development, they have not yet forgotten 
their familiar duties and responsibilities. Neither have they discarded 
the essence of womanhood nor the long years of sufferings and 
discrimination have cowed down their indomitable spirit. Rather 
these have strengthen their resolve to relentlessly pursue and 


achieve their rightful place and be master of their destiny. 


Despite , after more than six decades of our independence and 
of equal rights given by our constitution as well as the existing 
progressive policies of the central and state governments, women in 
India are still socially and economically one of the most 
disadvantaged section of our society. The vast majority of them are 
still ignorant of their constitutional and legal rights today as they were 


before independence and, thus, are far from enjoying the 
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opportunities guaranteed to they by law. Even our society has not 
yet succeeded in framing the required norms and institutions to 
enable women to fulfil the multiple role that they are expected to play Y 
in dependent India. In addition, the social laws, that sought to mitigate 
the problems of the women in their family life, have still remained 
unknown to a large mass of women in the country in general and in 
country side in particular. Many atrocities and discriminations are still 
being perpetuated in the name of religious and social norms. They 
are continued to be denied the full and equal participation in decision 
making, in business, in political processes as wel as in social and 
public life. Even the so called modern, educated and broad minded 
families still have different set of rules for boys and girls. t is 


powerlessness, not poverty alone, i$ the real inhibiting factor among 


the poor women}; Many atrocities and discriminations are still being “> 


pornetusies in the name of religion and social norms; As a result 


£94 
AE against women such as female infanticide, domestic 
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violence, dowry death, rape, molestation, sexual harassment etc. 
N 

have been increasing on alarming speed. “While there had been 

much talk of the need to empower women, this has not yet resulted 


in specific workable or sustained measures that would help to create 


a social order based on genders justice. 


Strategies for empowering women must focus beyond 
economic restructuring to include restructuring of social relations 
which constrain and restrain women. Rural women who form a 
subset of the rural poor population, lack not only money income and 
skill but all more vitally self assurance and motivation: Projects for 
economic amelioration have not improve their status in the family or 
community, because they do not think of themselves as participants 
and as citizens who though poor and illiterate, still have fundamental 
rights for fair treatment, justice, dignity, a commensurate share in the 


fruits of development, and above all to information about their 
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entitlement and the alternatives available to them to make decision 


about their own lives. 


The problem of women as discussed above cannot be tackled 
by legal methods of penalization and prevention alone, but by 
providing institutional infrastructure for their reform and rehabilitation. 
Similarly the gap in the perception of their needs and available 
opportunities, which is a major cause of their exploitation, cannot be 
offset by development programós but by adequate under, standing of 
the magnitude and intricacies of the problem and providing supportive 
institutional frame work. Moreover, in our rapidly changing and 
culturally differentiated society, a slow process of adjustment in its 
social value system and rigidity ¢ its institution, have resulted in 
various forms of incongruous and deviant behaviour. Structural 
changes in our socio —economic system are, therefore, urgently 


needed for a smooth process of adjustment. 
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Even our educational system has also failed to create 
awareness among the women, particularly in rural areas as well as in 
those belonging to the poor classes in the urban areas, about their 
constitutional as well as legal rights. It could not counteract the 
traditional belief in inequality of sexes in our society. Our schools stl 
reflect and strengthen the traditional orejudice{ through their curricula 
and classification of subjects on the basis of sex. There is an urgent 
need for bringing about change in our existing education system SO 


that it would help to create new social order based on gender equality 


and justice. 


The educators must admit their responsibilities to create 

awareness among the fair sex about their rights and to bring about a 
ati 

change in values of (oF younger generation, In order to eradicate our 


religious traditions and some features which have perpetuated 
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certain stereotypes and myths about women i.e. their subordination 
to men, +he mass-media of communication should also play its role. It 
kone byes uf i 
should provide unfortunately / guidance and should create 
awareness for real or ideal models or behaviour and raise aspiration & 
for pener SEDIS of living for women. Apart from economic 
Tut Ls 
diminutivés, ` their lives as women will,’ Mutupreve because their 
awareness will help them to tackle issues like better standard of 


living, bigamy, entitlement with in and outside family and denial of 


dignity as individual. 


Once the women are empowered with the ability and desire to 
think of themselves as rightful claimant to a better life, other inputs, 
like motivation and overcoming the cultural of submission will follow 
with greater ease themi in conventional models of development.(-It-is 

WIS 
powerless, rit poverty, which is the real inhibiting factor, even among 


poor Women) 
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While concluding „l may point out that as the social, legal and 
constitutional laws, that sought to mitigate the problems of women in 
their family life, Have still remained unknown to a large mass of 
women in this country, There is urgent need that community 
organizations, Govt, Educators Legislators and mass-media should 
mobilize public opinion and strengthen social efforts against 
oppressive institutions like polygamy, dowry, domestic violence, 
female infanticide, child marriage etc. etc. and Amount a campaign- 
for the dissemination of information about the constitutional and legal 
rights of women, to increase their awareness, to elevate them to a 
central position in developmental process as well as to create a 
mechanism that would allow them to participate in decision making 
activities that affect their community. Once the Indian women are 
empowered with the ability and desire to think themselves as rightful 


claimant to better socio~politico: economic life, other inputs like 
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overcoming culture of submission would follow with greater ease 


than conventional modes of development, (have still ^ remained 
X 

unknown to a large mass of women in this country.) 4 
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CENTRE STATE CONSTITUTIONAL RELATIONS : IRRITATIONS 


AND TENSIONS - A STUDY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR STATE 
*By : Dr Vidya Bhushan 


The contemporary political scientists tend to think 
of centre=state relations as the tension between national and 
regional interests. The controversy in the federal political 
systems of today has been, therefore, centred on the question 
of inter-governmental relations. That is how a federal system 
in contemporary federal politics operates and how it should 
Operate. Although the centre- state relations have often been 
reviewed by various specially constituted commissions or 
committees in various federal political systems, yet irritations 
and tensions in their politico-constitutional and socio-economic: 
relations are still continuing unabated. 


i 
i 


However, the Union of India is not a homogeneous state.| 
Being a multi-lingual country it is composed of a number of 
principal, socio-cultural, viable and disperate units (called 
states). In fact these units (States) have distinct regional 
and political personalities of their own. When such States, 


where exist communal 


e eee m m! 5* wa c wm. We ma M aj e ,". MP JO amm, m TO mJ TA UM Na ED AN 


*Pforessor of Political Science, Qr. No. 245, Bakshi 
Nagar, Jammu, Jammu (Tawi) - 180 OOl% 


Contd... 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


2 


dincoxd, xoginnalism, an awareness of one's own cultural - 


. heritage, historical traditions and a sense of political 


individuality, be come the units of a federation with & 


strong central government, just like indian pedore Nd 


strains UG ‘atyasse5, conflicts and Pn coveraies and 


AEE and tensions between the central government 


and its reae rating Units are bouns to arise 


The abate about the: ix. and working of Indian 


fec ER as laid down in its constitution,’ has been, 


the xe fore, going on since.’ 19505. As the working of 


on the unitary 


Indian federal system hau 'peen pronounce aly. 


1inos along with à gteady. encroachments on the powers of, 


gta con ati tuent state By the cont radit ions and aon flict s 


pet ween cont restate a relationship are being witnessed 
right from tho day India became the union of states, in 


qan? ral. and since, 1967 in; | particular when non-congre? 3p 


but strong regional political parties" ministries wexe - 


éaysttuke in some of the Indian stateBe ` 
FONT | i 


when. with. the | “withdrawal of the British power from 


the Indian sub-cent4nent, the transfer’ of powers and zhe 


partition of Ena Berish Sacla c created a pot of new 


circumstances. id pituationB, the state of J anmu end .: 


, Kashind x acovded to the Indian em va vom | Dut the process of 


. inte gration and constitutional adj ystment s, TEN had 
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Union of India continued to be governed by the provisions of 


ot Pool tua Gu seul 
"h&c ees] 1o Kashmir's Instrument of Accession of 26th October, 1947 and ra 
Lesion anol govak: NACIE 370 of Indian Constit ution, when We Cons belukar ; oj- EA ve 
R5 a Aet AC ep te "wh final stage Ar mal y wees Af VA utal bodes slap trqsttebl hathmes tho accat 


not at all followed in the case of Jammu and Kashmir State. 
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Kashmir State, which started with tbate's accession to the 


the oThoe . à 
$m 1947 and terminated with 


Indian Union way back in October, 
Sheikh Abdullah's dismissal as Prime Minister and his 


subsequent arrest on 9th August, 1953, the National Conference 


leadership tried hard to maintain and preserve the max imum 


autonomy of the State by fighting against the integrationalists 


and secessionist forces inside and outside the State as well 


as to protect its special status within the Indian Union. 


As the secessionists in the valley and the 
s of Jammu treaded on two paths the National 
Conference leadership tried hard to rally and placate the 


diverse elements in the State to an endorsement of tho larger 


| 
integrat ionist 
: 
State autonomy. 

Ikan astes t of Shy ex fe Ay defecto Ab 
follow eal by a qune mass Upheaval . About Teu 
te p eohle, ieludlesf worden auc Aesexal MLA 5 p arbor Tel. 
Tere were sheng public p o fts. > proerseeons TAC aucer hall 
homeo) Balung opheind vekieal were bubat . SAn ecl wes 
UE E Pci e wee eet Jolie dut - 
AOL dias mst euly Caec Tht good wp ra Ae gach aget SENT buc 
EO Io clic cep weld didit I e 

Contd. oo. 


elu. Mak wes, bowen €^ 2 
Thats 


See aM SESS SUMMA RESALE AS RARE RM EE OTEEE LELEEGeOEh MEARESES EHREDES S! 


5 


CC-0. Nandji'Deshmukh Library; BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


í ; - 4- 
3 

y > During a acade’ of ' Bakshi Ghulam Mohd.' 

1 Suh premia rship (1953-1963) the nee eae vey tried r 
| to mova Crem Larger autonomy to limited autcm ony 4 o ; 

| stabilise its constitutional relation ship with the 

| indian union e To realise this in concrete te ous they 

i embarked upon 4 cautious: ond) partial integration beyond 
tine position already reached. upon till August 1953. The 
I E Kashmir pes hag been, therefore, revified by the 
AA i Kashmir Fon sembly in 19540. The J&K constituticn was 
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Thus, by confirming again the finality of the Kashmir's 


sion with Indian Union, ent renching the Kashmir's 


REERZEXRR Kikk XRX4XAD Weo&Rxmy special status and the largest 
a - Sheikh Accord prepared 


Constitutional yA) 


acces 


possible state autonomy the Indir 


for Sheikh Abdullah's return to the 


rt of the Congress Party. With his return 


position on the suppo 
circle and state leadership 


the wheel seemed to have gone full 
ed to be back to the first phas 
its special status and it 


e that is finality of 


appear 
s urge for the 


State accession, 


largest possible State autonomy. 


/ Although it was generally believed that Indira-Sheikh 


d-mark in changing the character 


d of 1975 was a real lan 
he State of Jammu and 


ional relationship between t 


accor 


of constitut 
Kashmir and the Union of India yet inspite of qualitative 
change the new relationship had its own dynamic operat ing which 
to the new irritations and tensions, 


rontation of the State with 
/ghoikh 


potent ially have given rise 
s and cont roversies and cont 
qualitatively of different type.» 


Abdullah and his colleague were however, still remained bitter 
in the content of tne state ; autonomy E 


conflict 


the centre though 


over the erosion ince 


August» - 1953. 


4 


When in 1977 general election, the Congress (I) party 


Janata Party came to power at the centre, the 


was defeated and 


Jammu and Kashmir decided to withdraw 


Sheikh on the 


Pradesh Congress. (Dt) of 


its support to Sheikh Abdullah's ministry. 
rnative but to recommend to the 


pisc ue o n 
other hand was left with no ance 
State Governor to dissolve the State assembly and to call for 

All this led to the end of cordial relationship 


new elections. 
p aee ae ———— 
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between National Conference and Congress (I) leadership. Both 
the parties again started to extend their influence on the 


cost of others. Their differences further deepened during 


the State Assembly Elections of 1977. But because of the 

charismatic leadership of Sheikh Abdullah and his undisput ed 
; \ 

influence on Kashmiri people, National Conference secured an 


absolute majority in the elections. 


The passing of Resettlement Bill by tha State 
Assembly in 1982, the controversy on sanctioning funds for Dul 
Hasti Hydro Electric Project and sharing the secured 
produced by it and the events before and after 1988. State. 
Assembly Elections further enhanced the misunderstanding 
between Centre and State Leadership. The cordial relationship 
between the State and Central Governments seemed to come to an 


end and confrontation started once again. 


After sometime both the parties realised that some 
satisfactory basis must be found to make Centre ~ State 
relations more sound not only on the basis of legislative 
relations, sie also through Courts, the Executive and public 
opinion. 


The situation hardly improved | in the wake of Indira- 


Sheikh Accords the calculation on which ane maker of Accord 


cert 


relied heavily, proved to be incorrect and unrealistic. There 


was à sea-change in the thinking and belief of the original 


— 


followers of Sheikh Abdullah. and those who collected around 


him under the leadership of plebiscite 3 front. The vast 


majority of the new National Conference men were not wedded 


contase 
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" 


Wetec Ron ta OL EIE 


o SOSUEGesn END and Indian democracy and were easily exposable to 


the virus of pan-Islamism. They were unhappy on the return Oe 


Sheikh "ine power, as a result of Accord because they believed 


that the '!Massiha' had failed miserably in his mission to 


safeguard the. ACIER Kashmiri identity against the Indian 


Chauvnisme 


“Kashmir is the only State where central government has 
always imposed govt. of its own choice, however, unpopular and 
corrupt it may be; one party dominated the affairs of the 
State; (i.e. one party Govt. as the norm); where demand for 
democratic and human rights, protest against corruption, 
maladministration, administrative injustice are branded as 


treason, pro-Pak-agent and ant i-national. 


As desired by Sheikh Abdullah and supported by Mrs. 


Indira Gandhi, Dr Farooq Abdullah was made the Chief Minister 


of the State just after the death of his father on 8th 
September, 1982 by ignoring the claims of Gee Shah (the 
eldest Se of Sheikh Abdullah) who regarded himself to 
be next claimant in the party. Mrs. Indira Gandhi wanted 

Dr Farooq Abdullah to "cO the. lines. of the Centre. But he 


avoided. The result was a Iu of war between J& KP ‘CCo 


and National Conference leadership. Even the node of the 
sharing Of seats between the two parties for 1983 3 Assembly 


election also flopped. National Conferencen DONIS QUE succeeded 


to get absolute majority in the election with the support of 


oy Ss 
the rightàst part ies - Awami Action Committee, Jamat-i-Islami, 


Jamat-i-Tuiba and its various factions. During Farooq's 


ee Sealed 
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-2 |o Hs 
high political position. The VeungmenIw who had said to have 


been remained: in contact with the Pak. intelligence were 


Thus, anti-indian forces 


accommodated in the administration. 
om to operate from positions € of 


gained respectability and freedo! 


authority and they thrived under ' the protective umbrellas of 


the politic lags in PROD 


Moreover, Dr Farooq Abdullan's meeting of leaders of 


opposition parties at the centre, “attending oppositions 
conclave at Banglore and host ing third ppposit ton « conclave & at 


Srinagar further depened t the crisis and the rift between 


The disturbances at Srinagar during 


Cent re and the State. 
Match, man handling of Indien 


one day International Cricket 


players and raising. anti-India slogans and challenging the 


sion of the State S Indian Union had | 


validity of acces 
^ added fuel into the fire. 


By the time Farooq Govt - was dismissed in July, 1984, 
the tentacies of terrorism had spread extensively. Subversive 


XxARE i iterat ure 


imsvasgentyxdisk riik B dK tenga jucua pan 


including periodicals. regularly brought Out and widely and at 
o t openly distributed alongwith weapons 
There also emerged the je terrorist gangs like 'Aljehad', 

pes A 


Holy War Fighters, etc. 


and explosives: 


AO M es 
'Al-Maqbool Mislim Mijahideen', 
The dismissal of the popularly elected Govt. of 
Dr Farooq Abdullah gave another shock to the Kashmiri political 
ised the 


elite. His role as Kashmiri protest, às he symboli 


Kashmiri ident ity, was further undermined o 


The conditions were further deteriorated during 4 


short spell of G.M. Shah regime." The political imbecility and 
d 


———— e eT m EE TRI = 
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administ rat ive naviety resorted to this period had no 
paraléàl. Anti-nationals Operated unfettered and unchallenged 
and created an atmosphere congenial for the promot ion and 
o dud of multe ancys rr Mera 

The central leadership, after trying all possible 7 
alternative to bring to rest all conflicts, controversies, 
irritations and tensions between the constitutional relationship 
of Kashmir with the union believed that Dr Farooq Abdullah, 
Prosident of the National Conference (F9, would be the only 
ultimate choice, to improve not only conditions in the State 


but also to bring to rest all misgivings between Kashmir's 


const itut ional relationship with the Centre. 


However, as a result OF Raja Accord of 1986 a 


i Se C E ues ——— 


coalition Govt. of Congress and NC (F) was formed. | Both the 


eee 


parties jointly cont ast ed Assembly elections. The massive 
rigging in 1987 election which saw large number of Kashmiri 
youth taking part on the name of national unity grossly eroded 
the authenticity of public verdict and further gave à setback 


to the Kashmiri faith in democratic values. The Govt. formed 


thereafter became a victim of manipulation by warring 
oo 


SS om ——— 299 3— — 


factions of beaurocrats, its own lethargy and the non- 


MESURER ———— 


performance of the leaderse_ 


SSS 


In short the irritations and tensions, the conflicts a 
and controversies between tho Kashwir constitutional relat ions 


with the Centre did not end as a result of a new CROSSE 


/ that is Rajiv- parood accord but more of eno were’ “further 


"Created, some more devices are, therefore, "esu d be dvented 
LACUS Ea Su SUI Aer 


TN 


to reduce and minimise the possibilities of centre-state tension 
^ X ———————————————7 
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puring Dr Rubsiya' s kidnapping in December, 1989 


tension once again ‘emerged between Cent re and the State 


constitutional relat ions. The State leadership blamed New 


c 


Delhi dealing with Seanad ina hamhandàd faction, refusing 


the State Government, the autonomy of action that was 


rightfully its own. Against the wishes of Uhe State Chief 


Minister, five hardcore militants were weldaeed on the Central 
instructions. Women gees landed the militants and distributed 


ome a 
Shirni, JKLF flag were hoisted all over Srinagar. 


Just after Rubaiya' s kidnapping episode, there 


occurred Gaukadal incident on 20th January, 1990; followed by 


a massacre of innocent xÍ civilian in Lal Bazar on March 2L, 


1990 v which turneci the Kashmiri! s mood from being anti-centre 


yd anti India. ‘Fhousand Kashmiri boys started crossing over to 


a> 


Azad Kashmir totae part in Pak-t raining pros noD The 


central leadership believing that Dr Farooq! S approach to 


militancy had been all wrong, then, decided to appoint 


Jagmohan, once again, to replace Gen. VeK. B K. Krishna Roy as 


Governor of the State, , against the wishes of the then State 
leadership. As Dr Farooq Abdullah felt that Mr. Jagmohan was 
decidedly ant i-muslimxagkk sought his social base from 
comuunal outfits and behaved like a colonial ruler aud things 


could not get better, [he resigned from chief ministership the 
momented Jagmohan's appointment was made known to him. — 


In the ninth State Legislative Assembly elections 


which were he held in 1990 after a gap of nearly a decade beca use 


of NE c.used by proxy, war imposed by the State of 


rekisten, The National Conference again came in power . 


E DS 
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by securing 57 assembly seats. The Nat ional Conference fought 


this election ong pre-1953 Status. to the State and maximum 


——— —— 


State BOSCOHOnY planks. 


In order to fulfil election promises Dr Farooq 
Abdullah, just after the resumption of the office of Chief yy 
Ministership, constituted a State Aut onomy Committee e to go 


into the question of quantum of effective autonomy that State 


ue enjoy within the constitution of India ang to give a 


comprehensive view about the State's constitutional relationshir 


with the Centre as it evolved since it acceeded to India as 


well as to recommend measures fOr the restoration of maximum 


m am ét Ti, la an State autonomy. The report of the Committee which was 


Ja Sion w WA gen 
Aoleasect Wa diu 
dtoll Cyto ai Tow 
pen Jammu zal 


— 


submitted in April, 1999 and passed in a stormy session of 


PE 
the Assembly in July, 2000 and submitted to centre, irritations 


qu and tension between Centre and. the. State had 1 taken a new turn. (P) 


hoe Atal gerh è ce 
by WnoleLoncin wf Wd 
cue usa DUAE 


The Conmission of Centre-State relations that is 


MSS ew! 


Sarkaria Commission rightly agreed with Woodrow Wilson, who 


pointed out ~ 


"The Question of federal State relations cannot be 

settled by the opinion of any one generation, because 
it is a question of growth and every successive skERps 
stage of our political and economic development gives 


it a new subject, makes it a new question," 


The Commission further pointed out that the Federal 
arrangement was not merely a question of balancing of powers 
between Union and states but also building a nation through 


development of judicious socio-economic order and strengthening 
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of domestic process. In its report, the Sarkaria Commission 


did mention certain devices, without changing the basic 
structure of the constitütion to reduce to the minimum the 


tensions and irritations between centre-state relations. 


Whether these recomnendations will be able to 
eliminate or reduce to minimum the irritations, tensions, 
conflicts and controversies between the Centre and the State 
in the Indian Polity is a question to be answered by the 


future times to come. 


tae the working of Cehtre-State relations in 
India shows that to have a uniform pattern of relations 
between the Centre and States is not a must for the proper 
functioning of federalism. As India is a plural and 
politically uneven society, the Centre-State relations have 
to be of varying nature. Throughout the constitutional 
development of India there was an attempt in the direction of 
uniformity. But complete uniformity and stability are not 
possible because of the dynamic nature of society, tensions 
and irritations Eee vbi ee Contre and the State are, therefore 
not peculier to any particular political system. They have 
oxdsted and are existing in all federal states particularly 
in developing society. 
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i MEY cmeluce with the remarks that there are 
ec uy AE Re 3 


a vae d m. * 
t E forces - Autonom ists, Integrationásts and Secess. 


ionists/Fundomentali StS = acting and reacting in the 


Jh ammu and Kashmir sta te ond consistently putting st rains 


and stresses cn Kashmir's cons stitutional relationship 


A aum 


with du ind: an Union since independence. The autonomiats, 


on one “han d, S that Kashmir's accession with Indian 
Union i5 of restrictive nature d.e. im three Subj ects e 
Defence, External Affairs and Communications They, 
therefore, not only favour maximum autoncmy for the state, 
retension of Art. 370 oå the Indian Constitution as a 
permanent clause but also stresses that any unilateral 
attempt to alter it will have dangerous consequences, 
Inteoe rationists, on the other, strongly pleade for not 
only the abrogation of Arte 370 but also merger of the 
state within Indian Unicn lik: other princely states of 
India, The secasstonisats/fundarentaliste, however, not 
only challenge the finality pf the state accession with 
Indian Union but also demand the right of self. detennination 
for the Kashmiri's to decide thelr own fates One of its 
strongest faction favours its secession Erom Indian Union 
and its accession with Pakistan. Whereas its other faction 
wants to make Kashmir state as an Independent Country, 

The he Con ye on polhe & sp akis obave eud gece Avewh 
amd foes d É bo TAL Aaa cours OE most F | 
du. italos aweten sians, Coupled ancl Coil at, 
peoa Cevtee auc me stale 5 corstikantronarl olds tog 
VERE rolefoudoues. 
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CENTRE STATE CONSTITUTIONAL RELATIONS : IRR ITAT IONS 


AND TENSIONS - A STUDY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR STATE 
we nA 3PUDY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 


*By : Dr Vidya Bhushan 


The cOntemporary political scientists tend to think 
of centre=state relations as the tension between national and 
regional interests. The controversy in.the federal political 
Systems of today has been, therefore, centred on the question 
of inter-governmental relations. That is how a federal system 
in contemporary federal politics operates and how it should 
Operate. Although the centre- state relations have often been 
reviewed by various specially constituted commissions or 
committees in various federal political systems, yet irritations 
and tensions in their politico-constitutional and socio-economic 


relations are still continuing unabated. 


However, the Union of India is not a homogeneous state. 
Being à multi-lingual country it is composed of a number of 
principal, socio-cultural, viable and disperate units (called 
states). In fact these units (States) have distinct regional 
and political personalities of their own. When such States, 


where exist communal 


Soon E M mL mmm. den mn meo o we- CNN UM. MA mel UNA. mo MN, mm, wm OR rd e) e "n mo er Sai set e 


*Pforessor of Political Science, Qr. No. 245, Bakshi 
Nagar, Jammu, Jammu (Tawi) = 180 OOl. 


Contd.... 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


4 


SSIS 


iA 
= 


ELLE 


IE 
SELLE 


ASSESS SUSSIES 


PARES at 
LII: 


ee ee ee PS 
: oU a mne TLAAS08ES eee ara ai IER U) 


— i 


j, 
H 
k 
H 
i 
t 
4 
1 
7 


ix cert | 


c 


— 5j 


— 


IMS Aman 
: 13 


— 6 


Tons nem 
D 


Tac 


ES 


dincord, 


| heritags, historical penan ona and a 


yoginnaldam, on nworenenn of onn! m own cultural 


gense of political 


individuality, bo come tho units of a fodoraotion with a, 


strong central gove mment, just dike Indian Federation? 


strains ee Bt ro D885, conflicts and M OVO ra TED and 


terini and tensions betwéen ‘the central government 
by are bound to aris3e 


cip bw s Ua : i 
i i t 
: 1 


and its fede rating | ün " 
he debate about the natu 
down in its constitution, hag been, 


re ond working of Indian 


fede ral ism, as laid 


going on: since. 195056 Ag the working of 


the xe fore, 
Geral system has been pronounce dly cn the unitary 


Indian fe 
‘ines along with a steady encroachments on the powers of. 
4tg constituent state B, the contraditions and conflicts 
petween cunt restate a relationship are being witnessed 

right from the day India pacemo the union cf states, in 


gone ral. and sina. 1967 , in, ' particular when non-congro s9 
but strong Sees political partic 3! ministries we xe 
oer, dud in some of the. Indien StateBa" d SS 


i 


When. with the withäräval of the British power from 


the Indian sub-continent, the transfer'of povers and the 


partition of the BA neh oc “created & got of new. 


cirmumstences. a: situations, the ntate: o£ J ammu end cds 


nmi x acceded to the. Indian "Union. But the proce 55 of 


stitutions adj an CE which haa 


Kas 
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i Haut, Loader se ES Sec] dun regard to the other Indian Princely States, was 
y, “fur dh oto so 
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not at all followed in the case of Jammu ang Kashmir State. 


The constitutional relationship between Kashmir State and the 


Kashmir's Inst rume nt Of Accession of 26th October, 1947 and 


During the first phase of the democratic rule in 
Kashnir State, which started with seate's accession to the 
Indian Union way back in Oct ober, 1947 and terminated with 
Sheikh Abdullah's dismissal às Prime Minister and his 
subsequent arrest on ?th August, 1953, the National Conference 
leadership tried hard to Maintain and preserve the maximum 
autonomy of the State by fighting against the integrationalists 
and secessionist forces inside and outside the State as well 


as to protect its special status within the Indian Union. 


4s the secessionists in the valley and the 
integrationists of Jammu treaded on two paths the National 
Conference leadership tried hard to rally and placate the 


diverse elements in fhe State to an endorsement of thy larger 
State autonomy. d 
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During € a cat of ‘Bakshi Ghulan Mohd! 

ae rohip (1553-1963) tho Kashmir’ joaw xs ship tried " 
to mova fien luxgir autonomy '£o limited anton cay ; to É 
stile Ug ito amut tutional rolotdonghdp with the 
Indion undone To realise this in concrete tms they 
vimos d upon u GaR EON! und, due. lnteqration beyond 
tuo position already reached upon till August 1953. The 
Kashmir ACW! sgion hag been, there fore, retified Dy the 


, 


(€. i 
ashmár don sembly in 1954, Tha J&K constituticn wis 


| anally enacted in.Novembar 1956 end onforced on 26th 


January 1957. 


Thus, tho vn to ARENE a distinctive constitu- 


\ 
tional ——— of the stato an desired ty Sheikh 
Mohd Abdullah begamo ffabty, Ine constitution of the 
ntau took inawasingly tne chara p£ a carbon cory of 
Indian constitution with curtain separate featurss to 


accommodate the political culture of Kashmir and tha 

S px nie C$ I0 Tit eio oS f. treul. «t douas, 
ducu pbs pact Kf aut past XIP g yer ve CRR Es 
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E _ But the completo utability in Kaahmir conatle . 
tutional rolationship. with tho contre was not n. 
avo aller this. Tho strain, otresoes, conflicts, sal 
controversies in Kashmir 8 constitutional relations 
udth the centie not only te shadowod the minds of the 
p3ople of the state but also lod to turmosie in the: 
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uy The theft of holy frem the Hazratbal shrino 


and prolmged protest f the entire Muslim polulation 


of the valley) led to the down fall of Shams-ud-din's 
Ministry, the ve ssor of Bakshi Ghulam Mohd. 


al ee 


reing progressive by-outlock and impressed by 
t I 


Terr n m 


the new progressive 'progrommes of Congress ( 1) that. 
is socilalistia pattern “of society and the adoption of 
the progressive legislations Wy the Indian Parliament 
auch ag abolition of privy puree s, bank nationalisation 
otc., G.M. Sadiq embarked upon the policy of progressive 
Integration of tho atus TER the centre. ^s a result, 


nomenclature of Prime Minister of the State and 


EL M Á—M —— ———————EE 


Sadar-i-Riyasat were chen ged into Chief Minister and 
Covernor re spectively, a number of beneficiary laws 
were extended to the state ond National Conf? rence i 
mérged into Indian National Congress. But at a later 
state he too realised that he was loosing his polul- 
arity with the Peroni in the valley largely cn fo 
of his policy. He then: took in hand à policy of | 


of Sheikh Abdullah and his followers in an attempt to 


i Tee ; 
| rally the general support to his administration. 
| ; l TARIM 


Ag the people of the valley seenid not to 


bo satisfied with different regimes since Sheikhtis 
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arrest T 4953, Pakistan! s influence on the ec 
wag still increasing, the problem of Geninunaiden and 
5ec8 so ioniem not on ly still continued but had taken . 


ü se rious tom in the volley; some of ‘the Kashmiri 
| loaders w even challenged the SENE 5 accession with 
the Indian: ‘Union and pleaded for the holding of 
ylepiseite to aota ita finality Sneikh. Abdullah was 


pt ii. pe garded un undisputed langay dn the valley and | 


~ 


| 
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$ 


his intluence in the Poden circle was still paramount 


ond Kashmir aa ‘wag being troated as Tacarnaesonat 


inout, MES. "f£ndira Gan dh. wag MEINT that it was 


not possible to. tackle all such problems without taking 
' Sheikh’ Abdullah into con ££denco. The failure of Pakistan 


` “Army to capture Kashmir by. foxco, the political turmoil 


in Pakistan becaum of ‘the refusal to accept Muj ib-un- 


. Rehman àg Perino., Minister of pakistan, Pekiston ami: s 


memean Chap mM 4 a See 


] commi sion of atrocilt acs on co-muslim brethem of East- 
xn Pakistan had their dsep dnpact cn the thinking of 
i Kashmiri inte ll-dctualé, They ware elat- in their 
d r wind ‘that thé people of the state would have been T 
ae treated in ‘the same way if they had accaded to Pakistane 
T E "^ TIL TUNE mu ; 


All these factors encouraged the Indian Gove xn- 
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ment ond Sheikh Abdpllah to can to a cconprenize, Thus 


prolonged, dialague van started between Indira Gandhi. 


and She teh Abdullah through tmir re pro montativey, 2 
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Thus, by confirming again the finality of the Kashmir's 
accession with Indian Union, entrenching the Kashnir's 
AEERZZERA Wk XRscxx Medawx special status and the largest 


possible state autonomy the Indira - Sheikh Accord prepared 


the way for Sheikh Abdullah's return to the Constitutional 
position on the support of the Congress Party. With his return 


the wheel seemed to have gone full circle and state leadership 


appeared to be back to the first phase that is finality of 


| 
| 


EH 


State accession, its special status and its urge for the 
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largest possible State autonomy. 


f Although it was generally believed that Indira=Sheikh 
gal 


i accord of 1975 was a real land=mark in changing the character 


LI 


S355 


of constitutional relationship between the State of Jammu and 


i 


Kashmir and the Union of India yet inspite of qualitative 
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change the new relationship had its own dynamic operating which 


ub 


potentially have given rise to the new irritations and tensions, 


conflicts and controversies and confrontation of the State with 


GRLILELLCLTESEEEEETA 


the centre though qualitatively of different type. Sheikh 


eS 


Abdullah and his colleague were however, still remained bitter 
Over the erosion in the content of the State autonomy since 


August 2 1953. 


When in 1977 general election, the Congress (I) party 
was defeated and Janata Party came tO power at the centre, the 
Pradesh Congress (I) of Jammu and Kashmir decided to withdraw 
its support to Sheikh Abdullah's ministry. Sheikh on the 


o ————SESESEMESRSESAZRRIBERESRSAEES 


other hand was left with no alternative but to recommend to the 


State Governor to dissolve the State assembly and to call for 


new elections. All this led to the end of cordial relationship 


2 
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between National Conference and Congress (I) leadership. Both 
the parties again started to extend their influence on the 
cost of others. Their differences further deepened during 
the State Assembly Elections of 1977. But because of the 
charismatic leadership of Sheikh Abdullah and his undisputed 
influence on Kashmiri people, National Conference secured an 


absolute majority in the elections. 


The passing of Resettlement Bill by the State 
Assembly in 1982, the controversy on sanctioning funds for Dul 
Hasti Hydro Electric Project and sharing the electricity 
producod by it and the events before and after 1953 State 
Assembly Elections further enhanced the misunderstanding 
between Centre and State Leadership. The cordial relationship 
between the State and Central Governments seemed to come to an 


end and confrontation started once again. 


After sometime both the parties realised that some 
satisfactory basis must be found to make Centre = State 
relations more sound not only on the basis of legislative 
relations, but also through Courts, the Executive and public 
opinion. 

The situation hardly improved in the wake of Indira- 
Sheikh Accord, the calculation on which the maker of Accord 
relied heavily, proved to be incorrect and unrealistic. There 
was a sea-change in the thinking and belief of the original 
followers of Sheikh Abdullah and those who collected around 
him under the leadership of plebiscite front. The vast 


majority of the new National Conference men were not wedded 


Cort dees 
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to secularism and Indian democracy and were easily exposable to 
the virus of pan-Islamism. They were unhappy on the return of 
Sheikh into power, as a result of Accord because they believed 
that the ‘Massihat had failed miserably in his mission to 
safeguard the separate Kashmiri identity against the Indian 


Chauvnism. 


Kashmir is the only State where central government has; 
always imposed govt. of its own choice, however, unpopular and 
corrupt it may be; one party dominated the affairs of the 


State; (i.e. one party Govt. as the norm); where demand for 
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democratic and human rights, protest against corruption, 


maladministration, administrative injustice are branded as 


eh 


Saarin T 


uim. 


treason, prO-Pak-agent and anti-national. 


As desired by Sheikh Abdullah and supported by Mrs. 


COILZISIIIZTEG GN 


Indira Gandhi, Dr Farooq Abdullah was made the Chief Minister 
of the State just after the death of his father on 8th 
September, 1982 by ignoring the claims of G./. Shah (the 


IBERBLITITILCIILELIEQLIZLlme 


eldest son-in-law of Sheikh Abdullah) who regarded himself to 


Sess St Shs 


SE 


be next claimant in the party. Mrs. Indira Gandhi wanted 

Dr Farooq Abdullah to toe the lines of the Centre. But he 
avoided. The result was a tug of war between J & K P.C.C. 

and National Conference leadership. Even the negotiation of the 
sharing of seats between the two parties for 1983 Assembly 
election also flopped. National Conference, however, succeeded 
to get absolute majority in the election with the support of 
the rightést parties = Awami Action Committee, Jamat-i-Islami, 
Jamat-i-Tuiba and its various factions. During Farooq's 


second texm, known Pak agents said to have been awarded with 
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high political position. The youngmen who had said to have 
been remained in contact with the Pak intelligence were 
accommodated in the administration. Thus, anti-Indian forces 
gained respectability and freedom to operate from positions of 


authority and they thrived under the protective umbrellas of 


the politicians in power. 


IzzIIxizi:sflfifrnl(wzzfI3 


Moreover, Dr Farooq Abdullah's meeting of leaders of 


EAIRSISSSS. 


opposition parties at the centre, attending oppositions 


irr 


conclave at Banglore and hosting third ppposition conclave at 


IXLERIESOIINT 


Srinagar further depened the crisis and the rift between 
Centre and the State. The disturbances at Srinagar during 
one day International Cricket Match, man hendling of Indian 
players and raising anti-India slogans and challenging the 
validity of accession of the State with Indian Union had 
added fuel into the fire. 


By the time Farooq Govt. was dismissed in July, 1984, 


the tentacies of terrorism had spread extensively.  Subversive 


&kmorkxopaEiyxHizkrixwiedxalnmguikhxweapeRsxA RE literature 


Uu 


including periodicals regularly brought out and widely and gł 
almost openly distributed alongwith weapons and explosives. 
There also emerged the terrorist gangs like !Aljehad', 
'Al-Maqbool Muslim Mujahideen', Holy War Fighters, etc. 

Ihe dismissal of the popularly elected Govt. of 
Dr Farooq Abdullah gave another shock to the Kashmiri political 
elite. His role as Kashmiri protest, as he symbolised the 


Kashmiri identity was further undermined. 


The conditions were further deteriorated during a 


short spell of G.if. Shah regime. The political imbecility and 


Contd.... 


i 
A 
d 
A 
3 
A 
i 
d 
: 
] 
: 
d 
: 
: 
i 
d 
s 
| 
H 
: 
4 
i 
S 
` 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


administrative naviety resorted to this period had no 
paraléàl. Anti-nationals operated unfettered and unchallenged 
and created an atmosphere congenial for the promotion and 


NS 
spread of militancy. 


The central leadership, after trying all possible 
alternative to bring to rest all conflicts, controversies, 
irritations and tensions between the constitutional relationship 
of Kashmir with the union believed that Dr Farooq Abdullah, 
President of the National Conference (FJ, would be the only 
ultimate choice, to improve not only conditions in the State 
but also to bring to rest all misgivings between Kashmir's 


constitutional relationship with the Centre. 


However, as à result of Rajiv-Farooq Accord of 1986 a 


coalition Govt. of Congress and NC (F) was formed. Both the 
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parties jointly contested Assembly elections. The massive 


PEERS RI 
et 


rigging in 1987 election which saw large number of Kashmiri 


youth taking part on the name of national unity grossly eroded 


Bike itesss 
SiN LEE 


the authenticity of public verdict and further gave a setback 


TS oe y 
FEALE 


LE 


to the Kashmiri faith in democratic values. The Govt. formed 


i*izii 


E 


thereafter became a victim of manipulation by warring 


i 


factions of beaurocrats, its own lethargy and the non- 


performance of the leaders. 


In short the irritations and tensions, the conflicts g 
and controversies between the Kashmir constitutional relations 
with the Centre did not end as a result of a new experiment 
that is Rajiv-Farooq accord but more of them were further 
created, some more devices are, therefore, still to be invented 


to recuce and minimise the possibilities of centre-state tension 
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During Dr Rubaiya's kidnapping in December, 1989 
tension once again emerged between Centre and the State 
constitutional relations. The State leadership blamed New 
Delhi dealing with Srinagar in a hamhandàd faction, refusing 
the State Government, the autonomy of action that was 
rightfully its own. Against the wishes of the State Chief 
Minister, five hardcore militants were reléased on the Central 
instructions. Women goes landed the militants and distributed 
Shirni JKLF flag were hoisted all over Srinagare 


Jo Yn 


Just after Rubaiya's kidnapping episode, there 
occurred Gaukadal incident on 20th January, 1990, followed by 
a massacre of innocent avk civilian in Lai Bazar on March 2l, 
1990 which turnect the Kashmiri's mood from being znti-contre 
to anti India. Thousand Kashmiri boys started crossing over to 
Azad Kashmir to lake part in Pak-training programme. The 
central leadership believing that Dr Faroog's approach to 
militancy had been all wrong, then, decided to appoint 
Jagaohan, once again to replace Gen. Veit Krishna Roy as 
Governor of the State against the wishes of the then State 
leadership. As Dr Farooq Abdullah felt that Jr. J agmohan was 
decidedly anti-muslimzaxgkk sought his social base fron 
comaunal outfits and behaved like a colonial ruler and things 
could not get better, he resigned from chief ministership the 
momented Jagmohan's appointment was made known to him. 

In the ninth State Legislative Assembly elections 
which were held in 1996 after a gap of nearly a decade because 
of militancy caused by proxy war imposed by the State of 
Pakigtan. The National Conference again came in power 
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by securing 57 ussembly seats. The National Conference fought 
this election onp pre-1953 status to the State and maximum 
/ State Autonomy planks. 


In order to fulfil election promises Dr Farooq 
Abdullah, just after the resumption of the office of Chief A 


Ministership, const it uted a State Autonomy Committee to go 


l Een Np U into the question of quantum of effective autonomy that State 


high yau Ie E 


may enjoy within the constitution of India and to give a 
s AL. hows 


plane d pee.1979 comprehensive view about the State's constitutional relationshir 
‘ Pew. s ) 


A ante n with the Centre as it evolvod since it accoodod to India as 
PER Atje , aed well as to recommend measures for the restoration of UR 
in Aw Clu Vai con 
fas AOT wA gee? 

Wie ee E submitted in April, 1999 and passed in a stormy Sgen of 
bol. Coat ov lali the Assembly in July, 2000 and submitted to centre, irritations 


com Jemma je 
poia ke RU and tension between Centre and the State had taken a new turn. 


State autonomy. The report of the Comnittee which was 


A. ita ta qe, ec 


by Unc Lon "E We fteddem 
{ asd of Ta? Sarkaria Commission rightly agreed with Woodrow Wilson, who 


od gert: pointed out = 


The Conmission of Centre-State relations that is 


"The Question of federal State relations cannot be 

settled by the opinion of any one generation, because 
it is a question of growth and every successive xk5gkx» 
stage’ of our political and economic development gives 


= 


it a new subject, makes it a new question," 


The Comnission furthor pointed out that tha Federal 
arrangement was not merely a question of balancing of powers 
between Union and states but also building a nation through 


development of judicious socio-economic order and strengthening 
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of domestic process. In its report, the Sarkaria Commission 
did mention certain devices, without changing the basie 
structure of the constitütion to reduce to the minimum the 


tensions and irritations between centre-state relations. 


Whether these recomnendations will be able to p 
eliminate or reduce to minimum the irritations, tensions, 
conflicts and controversies between the Centre: and the State 
in the Indian Polity is a question to be answered by the / 


future times to come. 


However, the working of Centre-State relations in 
India shows that to have a uniform pattern of relations 
between the Centre and Statcs is not a must for the proper 
functioning of federalism. As India is a plural and 
politically uneven society, the Centre-State relations have 
to be of varying nature. Throughout the constitutional 
development of India there was an attempt in the direction of 
uniformity. But complete uniformity and stability are not 
possible because of the dynamic nature of society, tensions 
and irritations between the Centre and the State are, therefore ` 
not peculier to any particular political system. They have 
existed and are existing in all federal states particularly 


~He 3 
in developing society. 
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I may conclude with the remarka that thera are 
three forces = Autonomists, Integrationásts and Secess. 


lonists/Fundamentalists =~ acting and reacting in tha 


Jommu and Kashmir stata end consistently putting strains 


and stresses on Kashmir's constitutional relationship 


with the Indian Unlon since independence. Tha autonomiats, 


on one hand, insist that Kashmir's accession with Indian. 
S m : 


Union i5 of restrictive nature j.e, im three subject 


Defence, External Affairs and Communication. They, 


therefore, not only favour maximum autoncmy for the gtate, 
retension of Art. 370 of the Indian Constitution as a 


permanent clause but also stress& a that any unilateral 


attempt to alter it will have dangerous conse quence 3» 


Integerationists, on the other, strongly pleade for not 


only the abrogation of Art, 370 but also marr of the 
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India, The a0co05iondints/fundamentalistaü, howevor, not 


only challengs tho finality pf the state 
Indian Union but also demand the right of smelf-detenninatico 
Onde of its 


accepn)ion with 


for the Kashmiri's to deologs thair own fate. 


strongest faction favours its secession from Indian Union 


and its accession with Pakistan. Whereas dts other faction 


wants to make Kashmir state ag an Independent Country. 
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PT. JAWAHER LAL NEHRU AND SOCIALISM 


*Prof. Vidya Bhushan 


Being a leader of immense national and international repute and a 
social engineer, Pt. Jawaher Lal Nehru Ihrough his writings, speeches, 
ufferances and statements from time to time had unleashed his seminal 
and impregnated political ideas having relevance for the modernisation 
and rebuilding ofa developing democratic society like ours. His political 
ideas, which were evolved through his historist approach and his 
sociological understanding of history, occupied a valued and a 
momentous position for a newly emerging nation wedded to Ihe ideas of 
Socialism, democracy and secularism. A lthough his political ideas were 
neither utopian nor platonic and even lack the scientific tenor yet the 
Jaith and vehemence with which he had upheld and implemented them 
towards the welfare of the society was unique in the history of modern 
India. 

Pt. Nehru was not a pioneer in socialist thinking. He seemed to 
have been attracted to Socialism during his college days in London ( 
1910-12) when he came in contact with socialistic thinks aind altended 
lectures of progressive intellectuals like George Bernard Shaw, Bertrand 
Russel and J.M.Ke yner. He was also influenced b y the progressive ideas 
of Marxism and Russian revolution of 1917. In 1926, he was associated 
with a group of radical thinkers in his own province of U.P. and together 
they drew up a programme of Agrarian Socialism but it was confined to 
some demands against the feudal elements of zamindari and taluqdari 
systems of land tenure which were very oppressive for the farmers. During 
1926-27, he was in Europe and there he imbibed more radical ideas of 
Socialism and economic emancipation. He participated in the meeting 
of the League Against Imperialism in Brussels also. He became a pioneer 
of socialist idàps in India, made Socialism a respectable creed with the 
- "Professor of Political Spience, University of Jammu 
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middle class nationalist intelligentsia and led the congress party towards 
accepting "Democratic Socialism' as its cherished and ultimate goal, 
Under the spell of Gandhi's influence Pt. Nehru engaged his attention 
towards the rural India. He was greatly moved by the misery and plight 
of the people in rural areas. He himself had observed the problems which 
Socialism aims at sol ving. 


Pt. Nehru participated in the Congress of Oppressed Nationalistie” 
held at Brussels in Feb. 1927 which had proved to the turning point in 
Nehru's mental development. From here he not only received a grounding 
in Marxism but he came into contact with several exponents of Socialist 
Thought as well as the Communists. His visit to Soviet Union in Nov. 
1927, on the other hand, aroused his curiority about the first Marxist 
Socialist experiment. Where old values had changed utterly and the old 
standards had given place to the new one's. After his visit his emotional 
preferences for Leninist Communism became marked. He seemed to have 
been converted to Socialism. On August 11,1928 he wrote, "It is essential 
that we must clearly lay down an economic programme for the masses 
with Socialism as its ideal. We must cultivate a revolutionary outlook". 
Addressing the U.P. Political Conference on Oct, 27, 1928 he said, "Our 
economic programme must aim at the removal of all economic inequalities 
and an equitable distribution of wealth. 1 am quite positive in m y mind 
that there should be ceiling on land". He even presided at the Annual 
Conference of the Indian Trade Union Congress and Indian National 
Congress in 1929. He was no doubt fully dedicated to the ethical, 
sentimental and emotional aspect of Socialism as a philosophy of 
compensation for the suppressed classes and declared that he was deeply 
involved with Socialism as an economic theory of state ownership and 
control of the basic means of production and distribution. On his instance 

the Karachi Congress adopted a resolution which said, "In order to,end 


exploitation of the masses, political freedom must include real economic 
freedom of the starving millions". 


Moreover, the rise of l'ascism in Ita " Nazism in Germany his prison 
\ 
life and other events and tents in nation’ gnd international politics also 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 
Š 4 


3 
greatly influenced him and his political thoughts. He started appreciating 
the Marxist Theory. He said "It is a way of interpreting history, politics, 
economic, human life and human desires. It is a theory as well as a call 
to action. It is a philosophy which has something to say about most of 
the activities of man's life" “As a President of Congress, in 1929 he 
Jrankly confessed that he was a socialist and expressed the "ope that 
India would have to go that way, if she desired to end the poverty and 
inequalities." : 

a 3 

* Pt. Nehru was of the view that "History came to have a new 
meaning for me. The Marxist interpretation threw a flood of light on it, 
and it became an unfolding drama with some order and purpose, however 
unconscious behind it". In the discovery of India he pointed out "A Study 
of Marx and Lenin produced a powerful effect on my mind and helped 
me to see history and current affairs in a new light". Pt. Nehru had a 
liking for Marxism because he found it free from dogmatism.He took 
Marxism as a guide to understand history and social phenomenon, not 
as dogma or religion. In short the study of Marxism, the truth of Marxist 
analysis and the then existence of Soviet Union sustained Nehru's faith 
in Socialism. 

~ By 1936, Pt. Nehru seemed to have been completely converted to 
Socialism. He believed in ethical Socialism. He regarded Socialism as a 
Philosophy of life and not merely as a formula for Economic 
reconstruction. He wanted that Congress to declare Socialism as its goal. 
In his Presidential Address at the Lucknow Congress in April 1936 while 
expressing his deep faith in the ullimate success of Socialism, he said," I 
am convinced that the only solution of the world's problems and of Indian 
problems lies in Socialism and when I use the word, I do so not in a 
vague humanitarian way, but in the scientific and economic sense. I see 
no way of ending poverty, the vast unemployment, the degradation and 
subjection of the Indian people except through Socialism, that involved 
vast revolutionary changes in the social siructure, the ending of vested 
interest in land and industry, as well as the ATL and autocratic Indian 
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States System. This means the ending of property except in a restricted 
sense that the replacement of the present profit system by an ideal of » 
cooperative service,“ 


RE: 


As Socialism differ from country to country in accordance with its 
Socio-Politic Economic and cultural conditions. Pt. nehru adopted his 
new approach to bring Socialism in India by using democratic and 
constitutional methods. He had portrayed. the type of society he wanted 


to be established in India in his A ulobiography as under: 


"Qur final aim can only be a classless society with equal 
economic justice and opportunity for all, a Society organised 
on a planned basis for the raising of mankind to have 
material and cultural levels to a cultivation Of spiritual 
values, of cooperation, usefulness, the spirit of Service, the 
desire to do right, good will and live....ultimately a world 


" 


order. 


p. 
v/ Pt. Nehru clarified his position pertaining to his socialist leaving 
in the following words: 


"I am temperamentally and by training an individualist and 
intellectually a Socialist...1 hope that Socialism does not 
Kill or suppress individuality. Indeed. I am attracted to it 
because it will release imumerable individuals from 
economic and cultural bondage". 

/ 

He sought to replace the motive of private profit in society bya 
spirit of social service, competition by cooperation and conflict and 
violence by a more enduring and peaceful system from which the roots of 
violence have been removed, and where hatred shrivels up and yields 
place to nobler feelings. All this he called Socialism. He said, "this type 
of Socialism would lead to a society which could claim to be democratic 
and egalitarian having no great inequalities or disparities”. 
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“He thus, evolved his own conceptions of Socialism which was 
different from one which the Russian people had established in their 


country under the inspiration of the teaching of Marx. He pointed out: 


"I am not communist chiefly because "I resist that 
communist tendency to treat communism is a holy doctrine. 
I suppose I am too much of an individualist. I feel also that 
too much violence is associated with communist method. 
The ends cannot be separated from the means". 

In a statement issued to the press on Feb. 22,1939, Pt. Nehru 
further clarified his approach to be used for establishment of a socialist 
society in India. He said "I have been convinced socialist and a believer 
in democracy, and have at the same time accepted whole heartedly the 
peaceful technique of non-violence action which Gandhi ji practised so 
successfully during the past twenty years. I am convinced that strength 
can come to use from the masses, but the great work of building a new 


world must be a disciplined and orderl ly strength". 


“He then explained the objectives of Socialism in the following 
words: 
"The object of Socialism is to remove the difficulties of 
people and to provide opportunity to everyone (o lead a 
comfortable and good life... better distribution of the wealth 
among the people. This leads to Socialism." 


E may say that Neharvian Socialism is three dimensional such as 


Gandhian ethics, Marxian Economics and democratic politics. 


“Pt. Nehru did not give a specific definition of 'Socialism'. He said 
" I am afraid, I have no definition to give. Defination tend to become 
dogmas and slogan, which prevent clear thinking in terms of a rapidly 
changing world..." He stressed the end of Socialism is human welfare 
and development, affording maximum opportunities to individuals, to 
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enable them to attain the stature for which they are best fitted. 


“He, however, pointed out the differences in his views on Socialism 
in the years around 1935 and I 955. Nehru believed in class anatgonism 
in 1935 but gave up this idea in 1955. In 1935 he was in the role of « 
political agitator but in 1955 and later he was in the very responsible 
role of prime ministership of India. Moreover, his Socialism in I 955 was 


converted into a democratic Socialism. In other words his Socialism was 


pragmatic and not dogmatic and conditioned by circumstances.] He, 
therefore, admitted" I look upon it as a growing, dynamic conception, as 
something which is not rigid, as something which must fit, in with (he 
changing conditions of human life and activity in every country. The 
several resolutions passed by the congress from time to time under the 
leadership of Nehru did indicate his views and attachment to Socialism. "A 
The main sign posts in his socialist thinking were the creation of a mixed 
economy as first industrial policy in 1948. The establishment of a 
National Planning commission in 1950 and the publication of the draft 
outlines of the first Five Years Plan (1951-56)('in July 1951 with targets 
Jor both the public and private sectors, his declaration at the National 
Development Council on Nov. 9,1954 that India should be a socialist 
pattern of socieb(yhich was neither Socialist, Communist nor C. apitalist; ) 
Ato adopt a resolution for setting up Socialistic pattern of society at both 
AICC session of 1955 at Avadi; adoption of a second Industrial policy 
resolution in 1956 with its goal to bring social changes. The amendment 
of Art I of the Congress Constitution in 1957 and adding the word 
Socialist before the words cooperative commonwealth, recognition of 
cooperative farming since the Nagpur congress of 1958.The goal of which 
was redefined at 1959 Nagpur session and subsequently at Bhubaneswar 
in 1964 where congress ideology was summed up as Democratic 
Socialism based on democracy, dignity of individual and social justice. < 
“Pi. Nehru also stressed that Socialism did not merel ly imply change 
in the economic relations in society. It involved fundamental changg jin 
the social structure, in the ways of thinking and in the ways of ile 
Caste and class would have no place in a socialist state. Mere material 
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prosperity alone would not make life rich and meaningful. Along with 
economic development, ethical and spiritual values should be fostered. 
Then alone there would be full development of the individual. When this 
takes place, the present day acquisitive society would be replaced by a 
socialist one." In short from 1947 to 1964 Nehrn kept on shifting 
ideologically towards left. Although his ideas regarding Socialism were 
modified to some extent when be became a practical administrator, yet 
his faith in Socialism as a solution of problems of democracy remained 
unshaken till the end. In an interview with R.K.Karanjia in 1960 he 
stressed, "I have believed in Socialism Jor the past fifty years and until 
somebody convinces me to the contrary, I shall continue to believe in 
and work for Socialism...that should be the ideal of every sensible mation 
or society or individual. Modern thinking all over the world is increasingly 
becoming socialist and only people who have lost touch completely with 
contemporary trends can think otherwise". 


While concluding I may point ow that Nehru's Socialism and 
economic policies had been attacked by both the 'Right' and. the "Left". 
The most vehement criticism of his Socialism came Jrom 
C.Rajagopalachari who said, "It is as impossible to have state Socialism 
he (Pt. Nehru) planned with suffocating regimentation as it is to spend 
money without earning it. We cannot eliminate the evils of regimentation 
from the socialist pattern of Mr. nehru, which is state Socialism. 
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The distrust and antipathy between the ‘haves’ and ‘hovernots’ which often 
found expression in massive strikes and aT lock-outs of factories by 
the workers in 19!^ century brought the society to the precipice of an open 
social disruption. The system of capitalism was, therefore, totally 
discredited. As a result the close of 19th century witnessed the doom of 
individualism and socialism, in one form or the other seized the temple of 
politics.' 

Socialism, being defined as “a system of social organisation in which 
private property and the distribution of income are subject to social control. 
rather than to fetermination by individuals pursuing their own interests or 
by the market forces of capitalism’, aims at ‘man’s emancipation, his 
restoration to unalienated, uncrippled individual who enter's into a new. 
rich, spontaneous relationship with his fellowmen and with nature .... Anc 
transform himself into a being who can make creative use of his powers of 
feeling and thinking".? Socialism as a theory and political movement has 
appeared in-various forms in different countries. Its form changes in 
accordance with the varying social, economic, political and cultural 
conditions of each country. 
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Pt. Nehru, being a man of acticn was also committed to ‘socialism’ 
He was deeply influenced by the writings of Kari Marx and Lei 
communism of Soviet Union and China. He was of ine view that the story of 
socialism of Karl Marx gave him a distinct status in the realm of socialist 
thought. He Bierifisg his positions to his socialist learning and said : 

"| am temperamentally and by training an individualist 

and intellectually a socialist... | am attracted to it 

because it will release innumerable individuals from 

economic and cultural bondage"? 

Even Sls early days he was associated with a group of radical 
thinkers and drew up a programme of something like agrarian socialism in 
his home state. After a short visit to Russia his emotional preferences for 
Leninist Communism became marked. His initial approach to socialism Was 
purely humanitarian and ethical. It was breaded out of sympathy and pity 
for the misery of the under dogs. He seemed to have been converted to 
socialism during his visit jo the Soviet Union. He wrote that *It is essential 
that we must clearly lay down an economic programme for the masses with 
socialism as vits ideal."^ From the Dem dental platform of the Lahore 
Congress, he categorically omen his commitment to socialism. While 
believing Socialism as a philosophy of compensation for ihe suppressed 


classes and nationalities, he declared that he was deeply impressed with 


t 
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Socialism as an economic theory of state ownership and control of the 


basic means of production and distribution. 


Nehru believec in ethical socialism. He regarded Socialism a$ a 
philosophy of life and not merely as a formula for economic reconstruction. 
To him socialism wes the economic technique for the Ie of tne 
masses from the indus:rial and agrarian feudal lords and oligarchs. He said 
Socialism meant the ‘ending of private property except in a restricted 
“Sense. Like’ Marx and Lenin he also believed that the advant of socialism 
would the motivations for a change in man's instincts, habitats and 
desires."$ | 

M.K. Gandhi, on the other hand, was Aol a -theoretician but a 
practical idealist and at heart a deeply religious man: His outlook on Socio- 
politico-Economic and other problems was influenced by his religious 
views. He subscribed to the principle of social justice and practiced with a 
religious zeal from the earliest days in South Africa where he had founded 
the Tolestoy farm, basing it on certain chosen principles of communism.’ 
"Hé; once; said that he claimed to be socialist because of his belief and 
conduct. He stressed that his socialism was natural to him and not adopted 
from any book. He duos pointed out that he was socialist long VES 
those who knew it in India and avowed his creed. He even did not think that 
socialism was the discovery of Mark and it was not born with the discovery 


of the misuse of capital by capitalists. He contended that socialism and 
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even communism was explicit in the first verse of the Isopanishad.? Gandi 
knew the heart rending poverty and suffering of the people in the villages 


^ è Y vi ete at enffarino hi atn iti [uu 
and his preoccupations with the redress of that suffering his ambitio! 


wipe every tear from every eye. immediately captured imagination of 19e 
countryside and the response to his call was | the nature of a volcanic 
ruption thereafter. 9 

Nehru’s idea of socialism was not based on any type of socialism 
found in other countries. He named his concept as an indigenous socialisri, 
based on the liberty of individual and not using any type of force or 
suppression. He considered individual liberty as a very precious commodity 


which could not be bartered with any precious thing. He termed it as 


‘Democratic Socialism’ He wanted that capitalism should be ended by non- 


violence and by peaceful methods.'? As a passionate.and genuine defender 


of and deep attachment to the civil liberties, he said" to crush a contrary 


opinion forcibly and allow it no expression, because we dislike it is 
essentially of the same genus as cracking the skull of an Opponent b 
ecause 


we disapprove of him'".!! Nehru did not find any inherent t 
contr 


| adiction - 
etween socialism & Individualism. He beliey 
i ed that the individ 
ual and the 


state were not anti thesis to each other. He hoped th th 
at his s 


| ocialism 
not kill or made suffer individuals. He said Es 


‘lam att 
racted to j i 
will release innumerable individuais Es t because it 


om economi 
omic & cultural bondage 
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Gandhi did not like any kind of Jargon and believed thar nt 


quality and the spirit of a system which was more important. He 
"Uisápproved all such institutions and  ideologies which strike at 
individuality. He valued individual freedom. He was a democratic 
numanitarian by instinct. He also stressed that his concept of socialism was 
pragmatic and not dogmatic. He pointed out that as unrestricted 
individualism is the law of the beast of the jungle, there should be balance 
between individual freedom and social restraint. Gandhi favours socialism if 
it did not come through violence. He termed his concept of socialism as 
non-violent socialism.'? He was opposed io the use oí any suppression or 
extermination of the antagonists. He pleaded that the individual freedom 
“should~have fullest play, which could be achieved under the reign of 
unadulterated Ahimsa.!? Gandhi put for the ethical arguments in his 
advocacy of oral transformation of the individual. He believed that the use 
of force was- likely to alienate the right minded and neutral one's and it 
might lead them to the other side and thus strengthen the opponents.'^ 

Pt. Nehru's concept of socialism was not a static or dogmatic rather 
it was pragmatic, ever changing and ever evolving. He kept on constantly 
shifting his socialist ideology toward left from 1947 to 1964. He admitted ` 

“| look upon it as a growing, dynamic conception as 


SES 
mr 


something which is not rigid, as something which must 
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fit in with the changing conditions of human life and 


activity in every country". "5 


nji ad portravad ha 
Nehru evolved his own concept of socialism. He had portrayed the 


type of society which he wanted to establish in India in his Autobiography : 
"Our final aim can only be a classless Society with equal 

So Tonic justice and opportunity for all, a Society 

organised on a planneg basis for the raising of mankind ` 
to have material and cultural levels to a cultivation of 

Spiritual values, of cooperative, usefulness, the Spirit of 

service, the desire to do right, goodwill and live |. 


ultimately a world order".!6 
Like Pt. Nehru, Gandhi's concept of socialism Was not dogmatic. He 


man. His Outlook on 


political, economic and other problems was influenced 


` 


te his Own idea 17 


Pt. Nehru hated the Princes, Nowabs and big Zam; 
, aMidars who 
Were 
leading a luxurious and comfortable lives, whereas De ma 
: Sloritly or 
Population was deprived of the very basic essentials like food 1 
' Shelter and 


ANM S 


igiti otri 
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clothing. He regarded zamindari system as a source of great exploitatior 
and evil. He believed that Taluqdari system of land tenure was very 
oppressive for ihe e farmer. He pleaded for the abolition of Zamindari system 
and to put ceiling on landed property. He believed that as land was a 
unique type of property which could not increase or decrease. the lanc 
ownership be vested in the ctate. He stressed that there would be no other 
alternative to this if real socialism to be established on firm foundations.*® 


Cameli, on the other hand stressed that all land belonged to state 


i.e. people and pleaded for the state ownership of the land. He believed in 
the change of heart and conversion of landlords by means of the doctrine cf 
non-violence and trusteeship. He wrote : 

*| expect to convert the Zamindars and other capitalists by non- 
violent method. For it is an essential part of non-violence to go long the 
line of least resistance".'? He believed that if the toilers intelligentiy 
combined they would become an irresistible power. He wanted to invite the 
zamindars and the capitalists to regard themselves as a trustee for those 


on o 2E depended for making the retention of an increase of their 


enc RE 


capital. 2° 


The wholistic approach of Pt. Nehru was production oriented. He- dic 
not believe in the liberal school of economic and the theory of non- 


interventaionalism. His ideas were partly similar to those of the German 


state socialists-wagnes, schmoller, knies etc. He pointed out that his 
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attachment to socialism was not of the vague humanitarian type but 


“Socialism as meant in economic sense. He stressed that his socialism 


meant the ending of private property except in a restricted sense. His 
socialist pattern connoted social ownership or control of the principal 
means of production, acceleration of natural production and the equal 
distribution of the wealth of nation.?! He believed in nationalization and 
emphasized increase of productive resources and full employment.?? He 
would give to the 'rurals industries’ and ‘Khadi in his scheme of economic 
reconstruction. He believed in rapid industrialization of the country. He 


talked about progressive socialization and stressed on the necessity of 


Agrarian reconstruction in India. He was also committed to the theory of 


mixed Economy. He was kecny conscious of India’s grave economic 
problems such as wasnt underemployment, rampant poverty, food | 
shortage, high prices etc. For ending all these maladies he accepted and 
tried to implement the concept of planned economy. 

Gandhi, however, accepted the spiritual orientation to economics, He 
said that 'Truth' and 'Ahimsa' must incarnate in Socialism. His noble 
crusade for the liberation of the suppressed lower class in India Showed his 


deep attachment to the concept of social- justice. He believeg that th 
a e 


‘Ttidustrial civilization of the occident was based on the exploitation or 
n o 


the 
weaker people. Its complicated material life was inconsistent 
With high. 
thinking. He was therefore, primarily engaged in abolish; 
Ing. the un; 
Just 
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economics exploitation of India. He pleaded to return to nature. He 
stressed that the civilization should consist not in the accumulation of 
commodities but in a deliberated and voluntary reduction of wants. Gandhi 
condemned the 19^ century doctrine of Laissez fair.?* He accepted the 
concept of economic equality. All persons should be supplied with 
necessities to satisfy their natural needs.?* He was of the view that for the 


concrete realization of economic equality it was essential to take recourse 


to Charkha and the allied industries.2° In Hindswaraj he opposed large 
scale industrialization, imperialism and secularism as diseases. Later On, if 
the context of the future Indian society he advocated reconciliation of large 
scale and small scale industries, the nationalization of key industries and 
organisation of urban centre to function as catering to the interests of the 
villages where the real soul of India lay.2 Gandhi was a critic of capitalism 
because the institution of capitalism was a negation of Ahimsa He 
championed the revolutionary doctrine of equal distribution of wealin. He 


stressed that there should be no accumulation and no useless possession. 


ES 
= - Ex 


The rich should become trustee of their surplus wealth for the good of the 


society. 


Pt. Nehru did not find any inherent contradiction between socialism 
and individualism. He believed that the individual and the state were not 
anti-thesis to each other. He was of the view that liberty was possible and 


was consistent with planning. He said that equality and liberty always go 
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together and they do not run centre to each other. ? He pieacec that he 


eec ialism would not kill or 
was temperamentally a socialist and hoped that sociansm would not * 


„make individuals to suffer. He pointed out that he was attracted to 


socialism simply because it would release innumerable individuals from 
economic and cultural bondage.?? 

Gandhi also laid greater stress on the role of the individual in 
bringing about social revolution.?? He said that it were individuals who 
started the process of revolution in their bid to change the social efficiency. 
The individualism and socialism were not contradictory but complementary 
to each other. He disapproved all such institutions and ideologies which 
strike at individuality- the root of all progress. Out of the two extremes- 
Marxian, Æçonomic determinism, which regarded individuals of no 
consequence in determining the course of history and unrestricted 
individualism of the laiseez-fair.?? Gandhi uphold the golden mean balance 
between individual freedom and social restraint. He pleaded for the 
adjustment of individualism to the requirements of social progress. He said 
that willing submission to social restraint for the sake of the well being of 
the whole society would enrich both the individual and the society. He, 
therefore, presented synthetic view about the relation between the 
individual and society.?' 
c. Pt -Nehru’'s socialism was also nationalization oriented. Nehru 
classified industries into three sectors — Public, National and Private. vi 
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first included post & telegraph, Railways & Defence industries which must 
be the exclusive monopoly of the state. The National sector included 
industries which were also the exclusive responsibility of the state. These 
were coal, iron, steel, mines, air craft, ship building etc. All other industries 
would be in the private sector.?? He was of the view that public sector 
should work where it could increase production. But ne did not want 
nationalization of the private sector where it was rendering useful service 
to the society by enhancing the production. Pt. Nehru said “As iong as 
private industries are kept going and are employing many people. we would 
rather use our resources for developing new projects and employing more 
people. If these industries are well managed privately, we see no need for - 
nationalization at any time’.** He selected for nationalization of big and 
heavy industries and projects involving huge amount for investments and 
were most essential for creating an infrastructure to give a strong and 
sound base to en economy. e.g. Atomic energy, space technology?* etc. 
Nehru was also in favour of big machinery and fast travelling. 

Gandhi to advocated nationalization of key industries which produced 
essential «commodities. He pleaded that key industries should not be 
retained under private ownership because it would lead to the exploitation 
of the workers. He favoured increase of production and not private 
accumulation, but for social service. He even opposed all mechanisation 


because it would create unemployment, idleness and intellectual dullness. 
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because it would create unemployment, idleness ang intellectual dull 
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An 


- V CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


J 


- ‘fational-theory of social well being and harmony.37 D: 


. DONATED BY 
«Dr, VIDYA BHUSHAN 
PROF (RETD ) POL SC 
UNIVERSITY OF JAMMU 
His opposition was not to the machine as such, bui -YAMMUstional craz 
“for-machinery 35 


Pt. Nehru admitted that there was conflict c: : :3sts among the 


different sections of people e.g. interests of the zamidars vs tenants 


industrialists vs the workers. He stressed that this conflict was not ar 


irreconcilable. Moreover these were frictions and not «of cts. He pleadc 


that these could be removed by non-violent and by peaceiu' methods.39 


Gandhi, on the other hand, repudiated the theo » c zlass-struggle 


He started with the notion of the common good of the whois community ani 


pleaded for the replacement of the concept of class siruggle by the more 


carding the theory of 


class antagonism founded on inveterate hatred classes, Gandhi 


remarked : ! p 

“| do not like the assumption underlying its propositions 

which go to show that there is necessary antagonism 

between the classes and the masses or beiween 
labourer and the capitalist such that they can never work 
for mutual good. If this would have been the Case, the 


human race would not have advanced to this Stage”.38 


œ- Gandhi was of the view that his socialism wished to advance Society 
by cutting across classes and not by setting classes against Classes. Hy 
D C 


wished to abolish classes by bringing the classes together so that therc 
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were no class distinctions left. Gandhism, therefore, stood for class 
conversion. 3° 

Nehru was poles apart from communist approach to international 
politics and economics. His approach to socialism, since his Cambridge 
days was purely humanitarian and ethical. He advocated the purity not only 
of ends but also of means. He repeatedly reiterated the theme of nobility of 


means and operation of moral laws. He had also accepted the creed of 


» 


Ahimsa. His conviction about purity of ends and means was said to be 
stimulated by Gandhian influence.*? 

Gandhi was also emphatic regarding the use of non-violent means for 
achieving the ideal society. He held that the means and ends were 
convertible terms and that the ends grew out of the means. He said there 
was the inviolable connection between the means and ends. He pointed out 
the ends and means were so intertwined that they could not be separated. 
He further stressed that good ends could never be achieved through bad 
means. Since the end in view was a non-violent society, free from 


AI LS 


SOE and oppression, the means to bring that about, must be also be 
non-violent.*! He pleaded that : 

“So close is the relation between ends and means that if 

one takes care of the means, the end will take care or 


itself; the means is the end in process. Hence the p 
urer 
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the means, the surer will be the progress towards ihe 


goal.” *? 


He said that democracy or swaraj of the masses could never come 


Sys 


‘through untruthful and violent means. ^? 


While concluding | may say that Pt. Nehru had a profound emotiona! | 
attachment to the Gandhi. Nehru represented the search for freedom, social 
justice and equality. Where as Gandhi embodied the eastern quest of 
emancipation of all illumination. Nehru was a democrat for the masses but 
Gandhi was a democrat of the masses. Both were socialist in their thought 
and action in their own ways. Nehru was of the view thai socialism did not 
merely imply change in the economic relations in the society. But it 
involved fundamental changes in the social structure, in the way of thinking 


Toe re 


and in the way of living and caste and class would have no place in a 


Lab 


secti state. He, however, agreed with Gandhi that mere materia! 
prosperity alone would not make life rich: and meaningful. Both were, 
however, of the view that along with economic development, ethical and. 
spiritual values should be fastered in order to bring about full development 


of the individuals. As a Gandhian, Nehru too urged the elimination, if not 


conquest, of fear as the necessary psychological background of a sane and 


rational social and international order. 


i 
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